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Overview 

 

For many years and in a variety of cultures, quilting has been a favorite past time. 

Quilting has been a vehicle for passing on cultural traditions and stories from the past.  

Presenting math through literature, photos, and relating the material in an exciting; 

thought provoking manner, children can relate new concepts to real world situations.   

 

Objectives 

 

 To listen to the story, “Tar Beach” by Faith Ringgold. 

 To discuss character traits, dreams, flight, and favorite place to visit. 

 To discuss the importance of learning about traditions and family history. 

 To analyze & discuss black and white photos of families from different cultures. 

 To write a story about a photo. 

 To identify geometric shapes found in quilts. 

 To relate geometry to life situations. 

 To create a picture of him/her in flight over their favorite place to visit.  

 To write a story that will encompass the border of the quilt. 

 To write a rough draft, proofread and edit the story that tell about the quilt.  

 To select colors/prints of fabric for the quilt border. 

 To cut/measure fabric swatches, quilt square, and story borders.  

 To create and assemble a hanging quilt using story and geometric shapes/patterns.  

 To display final project for viewing.  

 To review math terms: line, ray, line segment, angle, right angle, perpendicular, 

parallel, congruent, symmetry, squares, triangles, rectangles, trapezoids, and 

octagons.  

 To discuss reasons and validity for learning geometry.  

 

Time Requirement 

 

2-3 weeks  

 

Grade Level 

 

Grade 4  

 

 

 



Procedure 

 

** Time frame based on a self-contained classroom.  

Day 1- 

 Listen to the story, “Tar Beach” by Faith Ringgold 

 Discuss character traits, dreams, flight, and favorite place to visit 

 Discuss the importance of learning about traditions and family history 

 

Day 2- 

 Analyze and discuss black & white photos of families from different cultures  

 

Day 3- 

 Write a short story about a photo  

 

Day 4-  

 Identify geometric shapes found in quilts 

 Relate geometry to life situations 

 

Day 5- 

 Create a picture of him/her in flight over their favorite place to visit  

 

Day 6, 7 & 8-  

 Write a story that will encompass the quilt border 

 Write a rough draft, proofread and edit his/her story 

 

Day 9 & 10- 

 Select colors/prints of fabric for quilt border 

 Cut and measure fabric swatches, quilt square, and story borders  

 

Day 11 & 12- 

 Create and assemble a hanging quilt using self-written story along with geometric 

shapes/patterns 

 Discuss reasons and validity for learning geometry 

 

Math-Geometry concepts will be taught and reviewed throughout the presented unit 

of study.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Evaluation 

 

Participation  

Observation 

Mini-quizzes (Geometry) 

Hands-on activities 

Self-Evaluation Worksheet 

Survey of Lesson 

Completion of writing rubric 

Presentation of Project 

Review the significance of the website(s) used to locate photos- 

Library of Congress (htt://www.loc/gov/)  

National Archives & Records Administration (http://www.archives.gov/)  

http://www.archives.gov/

