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Overview 

 

The project is designed for a fifth grade Social Studies class. After reading the story, 

“Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt”, the students will be asked to finish the story of 

Jack’s and Clara’s journey to freedom by creating a quilt that can be used as a map to 

freedom. The students will be given three class periods to finish the project. The students 

will be placed in groups of six. Each group will be given copies of the U.S. map and map 

of the Underground Railroad routes from the Library of Congress web site. Students will 

draw pictures of landmarks on quilt squares which will be put in order and pasted to 

bulletin board paper. These quilts will provide as a map leading the slaves to freedom in 

Canada. 

 

Objectives 

 

After reading “Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt”, students will be able to continue the 

story by developing an accurate route to freedom. 

 

After reading the story, students will be able to identify various uses for quilts and 

describe the significance of Clara’s quilt. 

 

Given 8”x 8” squares and drawing materials, the students will be able to draw landmarks 

for the slaves to follow to get to freedom. 

 

Given maps, atlases, and encyclopedias, the students will be able to gather information to 

be used to create a map to freedom. 

 

Given proper materials, the students will be able to apply mapping skills to create a 

hidden map that would lead the slaves to freedom in Canada.  

 

Time Requirement 

 

Three class periods 

 

Grade Level 

 

Fifth Grade  

 

 

 

Procedure 



 

After reading “Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt”, the students will complete the 

following assignment.  

 

The story does not complete Jack and Clara’s journey.  After they crossed the Ohio 

River, many runaways didn’t feel safe until they reached Canada.  The students will 

finish the story of their journey to freedom in Canada.  Just like Clara did in the story, I 

will have the students create a quilt that can be used as a map to freedom.   

 

The students will work in groups of six.  Each will get a copy of the map of the 

Underground Railroad map and a U.S. map.  The students will look at the map and find 

the three stations where they could have crossed the Ohio River.  Each group will select 

one of the stations and look at the route that takes runaways north to Canada.  They will 

use books, atlases and encyclopedias to find 6-8 important landmarks that could be used 

to lead the slaves to Canada.  One group member will list these landmarks on a piece of 

paper.  The group will then narrow down the list to only six items.  

 

Each student will be given one 8”x 8” piece of construction paper to use as a quilt square. 

The students will then draw and color their features or landmarks and glue them in order 

on bulletin board paper showing a map hidden in the quilt. 

 

Two students from each group will present the quilt to the class – one student to hold it 

up and the other to describe what each square represents.  

 

Evaluation 

 

I will be grading the students both individually and as a group with a possible total score 

of 18 points.  The students’ work will be assessed according to the following rubric: 

    

    Possible Points 

3 

Possible Points 

2 

Possible Points 

1 

Individual 

Score 

Group 

Score  
The project was 

neat with 

obvious attention 

to detail. 

The project was 

somewhat neat  

with some 

attention to 

detail.  

The project was 

sloppy with little 

or no attention to 

detail.  

  

All 6 of the 

landmarks were 

historically 

accurate.  

4-5 of the 

landmarks were 

historically 

accurate.  

3 or less of the 

landmarks were 

historically 

accurate. 

  

All 6 of the 

landmarks were 

in order and 

would lead the 

slaves to Canada. 

4 or 5 of the 

landmarks were 

in order and 

would lead the 

slaves to Canada.  

3 or less of the 

landmarks were 

in order and 

would lead the 

slaves to Canada.  

  

Possible Score: 18                                                           Total Score:  


